4. POOR SONG

Music: Gary Daverne
Words: Ruth Hamilton
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Eng-land did not suc-courthem. She's left them des - ti-|tute. But
toil for six-teen hours a day. But still can't pay for [food. They
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Narrator: Many are maimed or killed at work.
Most die young from occupational diseases.
Many are forced to apply for poor relief as wages
are below subsistence level.
Among the common people a savage anger breaks out.

Everyone: (ad lib — animated shouting and screaming in anger)

Stop child labour - Shorter working hours - Improve working conditions
Higher wages - Minimum fixed wages - Repeal the Corn Law
Votes for all men - We want manhood suffrage.

Straight on
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Burn the mills, burn them.| Burn the mils, burn them.
Jf Smash ma - chines, smash them. | Smash ma - chines, smash them.
Sack the towns, sack them. | Sack the towns, sack them.
Burn the mills, burn them.| Burn the mills, burn them.
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Narrator: 1817. The situation has intensified.
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The rioting has been stopped by hanging or transporting those

Narrator:

involved.

1818: The plight of the common people is unchanged.
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